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Times Wide World. 


Women Mayors of England Aboard the “Calgaric” 


The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Agnes Bevan, recently invited the Women Mayors of England to 

assemble for a conference in Liverpool. The photograph shows the Mayors aboard the White Star 

Liner the “Calgaric."" The Lord Mayor of Liverpool is on the left, and Mr. R. D. Holt, chairman of 
the Mersey Docks and the Harbor Board, is in the center of the group. 
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A Woman's Climb 
ARMEN REGGIO, 38-year-old opera 
singer, won $3,000 with which to 
send her 16-year-old son to college and 
likewise proved that “a woman could do 
it” by climbing up the stairs to the fifty- 
eighth story of the Woolworth Building 
in New York on May 22. 

Mme, Reggio climbed up the 1,358 steps 
leading to the top of the 792-foot building 
in 18 minutes and 4 seconds. The award 
was a wager made with the Italian 
Artists’ Alliance that she could make the 
climb in less than half an hour. 


“T started this trip because I just had . 


an idea I could do it and wanted to prove 
to those who scoffed at the idea of a 
woman walking up the Woolworth Build- 
ing that it could be done,” Mme. Reggio 


~ said. “Then, too, I have a 16-year-old son 


who is in high school now and the $3,000 
can be used to send him to college.” 


Women in Methodist Church 


HE following letter from Sarah F. 


Hoyt, B.D., published in the Christian 
Advocate of April 26, shows the desire of 


women for equality in the church, and the 


realization that women, to have any right 

assured, must have all rights assured: 
“Editor the Christian Advocate: Sir: 

In the April Century a writer describes 


_ the place of British wage-earning women 


as much the same, I think, as that given 
to local women preachers here by the 


Methodist Episcopal Church. 


“If ‘women are independent, fully re- 
sponsible human beings and complete citi- 
zens,’ laws must not protect them in ways 
in which they do not protect men. ‘Mother- 
hood is no longer a full-time job—is not 
in itself sufficient to justify existence.’ 
Laws should not ‘bar women from the 
best-paid jobs and processes.’ | 

“The place of local women preachers to- 
day resembles that of British, rather than 
of American, wage-earners. In our coun- 
try a factory worker may change her 
caste; but a woman preacher must always 
be local. Though graduate from highest 
seminary, ordained, and experienced, only 
as a lay member can she vote in the Gen- 
eral Conference. Men, however, once lo- 
cal, can become full ministers, and can 
share the rights of the clergy. 

“ ‘Political inequality,’ states the writer 
in the Century Magazine, ‘helps to make 
both men and women expect less of women 
than of men, less courage, less balance, 
less judgment, less public spirit.’ ” 

“Yours truly, 
(Signed) “Saran F. Hoyt, B.D.” 


Feminist Notes 


What Will the Parties Offer? 
OMMENTING upon the efforts of the 


different political parties in Eng- 


land to attract the 5,000,000 new women 
voters admitted under the Equal Fran- 
chise law, Time and Tide, Lady Rhondda’s 
weekly, forecasts that economic equality 
will be the “acid test” at the election. 
The Conservative Party made its bid 
by stating that, if given another term in 
office, it would tackle the questions of 


slums and the health and welfare of. 


mothers and unborn children. This 
party’s best chance to gain votes from 
the women will be “gratitude vote from 


those whom it has enfranchised,” the 


magazine forecasts. | 
Commenting on the chances the other 
parties have, Time and Tide says: 
“Labor cannot hope to attract the mil- 
lions of new working- women voters un- 


less it can persuade its trade-union wing 


to modify its attitude to these women. It 


is sheer hypocrisy for the political wing to — 
pay lip-service to sex equality, while the 
industrial wing pursues a policy which © 
severely restricts the opportunities of — 


women workers in the interests of its male 
members. As Miss Wilkinson has pointed 


_ out in an excellent article on the sub- | 


ject in the Daily Herald, ‘many women 
regard trade-unions with hostility be- 


-eause, through the attitude of the men, 


they are kept out of work they could do 


quite well.’ 


“The Liberal Party has not yet cea 
its net; but it could not do better than 
follow the lead given by the Liberal wom- 
en, and include ‘economic equality’ in its 
election program. Indeed, this question 
is likely to prove an acid test at the elec- 


tion,” 


Forty Years Without Sick Leave 


H. HENRY, an executive clerical 
e officer in the British Post Office 
Bank Department, has recently completed 
forty years of service without a day of 
sick leave. During the war the hours of 
duty in this department were extended 
to 12, Saturdays included. Miss Henry 
was a pioneer in the campaign for equality 
of opportunity for women with men in 
the British Civil Service, 


Woman Inspector of Schools 


ULIA FLYNN has been appointed as 
J assistant chief inspector of secondary 
schools in Victoria, Australia. Two other 
women hold posts in Government service 
in Australia—Dr. Jean Greig, who is chief 
medical officer of the Education Depart- 
ment, and Dr. Vera Scantlebury, who is 
director of child welfare. 


Equal Rights 


Lithuanian Constitution Enfranchises 
Women 


HE new constitution for Lithuania, — 


proclaimed on May 26, establishes uni- 
versal, equal, and direct suffrage with 24 
years set at the minimum age for voting 
and 30 years as that for election to oftice. 


Equal Franchise in Ireland 


HE Minister of Home Affairs, Sir 

Dawson Bates, told the Northern Ire- 
land House of Commons on March 21 that 
it was the Government’s intention that 
the next general election for the Parlia- 
ment of Northern Ireland should be held 
on the extended franchise, including 
women 21 years old and over. 


When Are Women Mature in Spain? 


SPANISH royal decree of December 

27, 1927, limits the right of an un- 
married woman less than 25 years old to. 
emigrate. She must be accompanied by 
parents, grandparents, or guardians, or 
must be on her way to join her legal 
guardian, or she must have a certificate 
showing that in the country to which she 


is migrating she will be under the super- 


vision and in the care of members of her 
own family or of others whose “moral 
solvency” is sufficient to guard her against 
corruption of morals. : 
On the other hand, Scecdine to the 
Spanish law, the age of consent and of 
civil mee is 12 years for “women.” 


Swiss Women’s ‘Exposition 


HE Swiss National Exhibition of 

Women’s Activities will be held in 
Berne, August 26 to September 30. At 
this exposition, known as “Saffa,” 4,000 
exhibits, placed by fourteen different 
groups, will show the work of women of 
Switzerland in domestic economy, agri- 
culture and gardening, fine arts and deco- 
rative arts, industry and work at home, 
labor-saving devices for the home, science, 
literature and music, education, social 
welfare work, hygiene, nursing, sports, 
and athletics, commerce and other occu- 
pations, administrative work, amateur 
work, and the work of Swiss women in 
other countries. 

The purpose of the exposition is to 
show the activities of women in the most 
varied fields and to demonstrate their 
importance in the economic life of the 
country. 

Women of the United States traveling 
in Europe are invited to visit the exposi- 
tion, more information on which can be 
obtained from the offices of Saffa, Am- 
thausgasse 22, Berne, Switzerland. 
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Ruth Bryan Owen Nominated 


of the Fourth Florida 


Congressional District have nomi- 

nated Ruth Bryan Owen for Repre- 
sentative in Congress. Mrs. Owen de- 
feated the incumbent, Representative 
William J. Sears of Kissimmee, for the 
nomination in this, her second, race. 

As the district is predominantly Demo- 
cratic, Mrs. Owen is almost certain of 
being elected to the Seventy-first Congress 
in December. It is also likely that Ruth 
Hanna McCormick, Republican nominee 
for congressman-at-large from Illinois, 
will be elected, and that the women now 
in Congress will be returned—Mary T. 
Norton of New Jersey, Democrat; Kath- 
erine Langley of Kentucky, Republican 
and Feminist; Edith Nourse Rogers of 
Massachusetts, Republican; and Florence 
Prag Kahn of California, Republican. 

The two Ruths of the Seventy-first Con- 
gress both inherit a political background, 
Mrs. McCormick being the daughter of the 
late Mark Hanna of Ohio, “maker of 
Presidents,” and Mrs. Owen being the 
daughter of the late William Jennings 
Bryan, for so many years leader of the 
Democratic Party. Both women, how- 
ever, made and won their races on their 
own merits. 

While Mrs. McCormick has long op- 
posed the Woman’s Party, Mrs. Owen has 
expressed great sympathy with the work 


66 OMEN serving on juries is a | 
\/ joke and will continue to be so 


unless the present law is 
changed or repealed.” Such was the ulti- 
matum delivered by Arthur Sherman, 
Jury Commissioner of Rhode Island, when 
I talked to him recently. He went on to 


tell me how the women of Newport and | 


Portsmouth — his native town — had re- 
volted after being called to serve as 
jurors in a recent drawing. This is the 
only part of the State where the court- 
houses are considered suitable by the 
men—for women jurors. 

Our Jury Commissioner got little sym- 
pathy from me, for the reaction to the 
volunteer clause in our women jurors’ 
bill is exactly what I expected and what 
we women predicted last year through 
the columns of the Journal and the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor when a voluntary 
clause was inserted in our perfectly good 
bill which would have put the service of 
women jurors on the same plane as that 
of men. The politicians played with our 
citizenship rights—now, perhaps the 
women may do a little playing on their 
own account. Our National Republican 
Committeeman remarked facetiously that 


of the Woman’s Party for Equal Rights. 
She is herself a professional woman, the 
head of the Public Speaking Department 
of the University of Miami, and a member 
of the National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs. Be- 
sides that, she is the mother of four chil- 
dren and is a grandmother. Her husband 
was the late Major Reginald Owen of the 
British Army. Perhaps her inheritance 
on the other side of her family has some- 
thing to do with Mrs. Owen’s belief in 
equality between men and women. Her 
mother studied law and practiced for a 
while before the Illinois bar. 

Mrs. Owen is an eloquent speaker, and 
last year she toured the country on the 
Chautauqua Circuit. She gets no salary 


as head of the Public Speaking Depart- 


ment of the University, her compensation 
being in the form of scholarships which 
are given to needy students. 


As the wife of an officer in the British | 


army, she spent years of her life abroad— 
three in the West Indies, three in Eng- 
land, three in Egypt, and three in exten- 
sive travel in Africa, India, and the Far 

During the early part of the war, her 
services were sought on the Executive 


Committee of the American Women’s War 


Relief Fund in London, where she, with 
the Duchess of Marlborough and other of 


Voluntary Jurors 


By Sara M. Algeo, 


Chairman of the Rhode Island Branch of 


the National Woman's Party 


“women like to change their minds—now, 


the dear things can change them as often 
as they like” when he advocated the vol- 
untary clause. Such flippancy as this 
merits and invites a like carelessness on 
the part of women. How many men would 
serve if their service were regarded in 
this inconsequential manner? 

As I see the situation the women by- 
and-large in Rhode Island are just like 
other women throughout our country, 
willing to do their duty as good, efficient 
citizens. They do not want their citizen- 


ship rights tampered with by would-be 


gallants or greedy individuals who are 


unwilling to share fifty-fifty the control 


of society. 

Knowing the conscientious, civic spirit 
of the women of my State as I do, I have 
not the slightest hesitation in predicting 
that with a proper jury bill with the 
voluntary clause removed, on the same 
basis as the one applying to men jurors 
with suitable exemptions, they would rise 
to the call of jury service quite, if not 


England’s leading women, financed and 
cared for thousands of wounded men in 


_ a hospital which they operated in Devon- 


shire. With Mrs. Herbert Hoover, Ruth 
Bryan Owen was co-secretary and treas- 
urer of the Economic Relief Committee of 
this same fund, which conducted work 
rooms for unemployed women. 

In Egypt, her work was to organize 
entertainment for refugees and soldiers 
in the war hospitals, but she also served 
under the British Voluntary Aid Depart- 
ment as a nurse, and gave service in Pales- 
tine during the time of the British occu- 
pation and Turkish retirement. 

As a result of her first-hand experience 
with war, Mrs. Owen became convinced 
that peace is the greatest issue in the 
world, and has devoted much of her 
speaking to pleas for the arbitration of 
international disputes. 

Mrs. Owen was at one time president of 
the Parent-Teachers Association of Miami, 
and is now a member of the National 
Council for Child Welfare. She was also 
at one time president of the Community 
Council of the Civic Clubs of Miami. 


HE will be an asset in Congress, and 

it is the hope of the Woman’s Party 
that she will join with Mrs. Langley in 
working definitely for Equal Rights in 
every field. | 


more nobly, than the men have done in 
the past. 
So may I suggest to the women of other 


_ States who are striving for the right of 


jury service that they accept no Dill 
which contains a voluntary clause? In 
almost all the States as in Rhode Island 
when we became voters we were qualified 
for jury service. But this right was 
promptly whisked away from us by a 
special bill. The belated return after 
seven years of this right in its present 
garbled form is not acceptable to the 
women who have worked hard for their 
citizenship rights, nor is it pleasing to 
our courts and the better type of citizenry 
in general who expect to assume the 
duties of citizenship along with its privi- 
leges in the same spirit of patriotism. 

We trust that the failure to respond on 
the part of Rhode Island women to the 
present inadequate law will serve as an 
indication to our legislators of the need 
of a dignified and serious law providing 
alike for men and women jurors, thus 
drawing us one step nearer that blessed 
era of “Equal Rights for men and women 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Sunator Curris. 


Equal Rights 


The Married Woman Scores 


WO events of striking importance to Feminists, married and unmarried, 
A have recently transpired across the sea. 

First, the word “obey” has been eliminated from the marriage service 
by the Episcopal Church in Scotland. The Provincial Synod, which has been 
revising the canons and prayer books in use in Scotland, decided by majority 
vote of the Upper and Lower Houses to substitute the words: “Wilt thou 
love him and comfort him?” for “Wilt thou obey him and serve him?”’ 

They also decided that instead of the woman promising to “love, cherish 
and obey” she should undertake “to love and to cherish.” 

And second, Prussian adherents of the right of married women to con- | 
tinue to use their maiden names officially won a partial victory in the closing | 
days of the Diet that preceded the one elected on May 20, when a provision was 
added to the appropriation bill for the Department of Justice authorizing 
married women to add their own family names to those of their husbands. 
This compromise was put through by the votes of the parties of the Left, 
aided by a few Nationalists. In order to enjoy the legal right to her hyphenated 
name the woman must formally record her intention to do so before the 
official performing the marriage ceremony. | | 

Both of these victories are significant, for to all women it is pretty safe 
to assume that when women achieve equality in the marriage relation equality 
in every other avenue of life will be an inevitable corollary. | 


Forgotten 


HE regional championship of the National Oratorical Contest on the 
T Constitution of the United States, conducted annually by the New York | 
Times, was won recently by Ralph Zabludofsky of the Eastern District 
High School of Brooklyn, New York. As a result of his prowess Ralph will 
receive the first prize of a twelve weeks trip to Europe with all expenses paid, 
$1000 and a gold medal. We extend our felicitations to him and wish him 


well, but at the same time we cannot resist pointing out the fact that the 


human race, curiously enough, is made up of both men and women. | 

A dreadful situation that precipitates for it completely destroys .the. . 
rationality ‘of Ralph’s oration. Verbally, of course, the Constitution guaran- 
tees equality to all the “people,” all the “citizens,” of the United States, but 
practically it accomplishes no such thing. Hence, the necessity for the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

We present excerpts from the oration to our readers in token of the fact 
that the very existence of women as human beings is still frequently over- - 
looked by bright young men of the rising generation: © 


66 W HAT have we done as a nation that distinguished us from a host of 
other experiments in democracy? Precisely this: we have kept pace 
with a new condition of the world without injuring our standing as a democ- 
racy. Democracy and progress have gone hand in hand. Other nations about 
us may repudiate the doctrines of equality and freedom which are the bul- 
warks of our Government. We, however, go onward, serene in the faith of our 
fathers that ‘government of the people, by the people, for the people,’ in the 
immortal words of Abraham Lincoln, is our precious safeguard as a nation. 


* # 


“And what else is vitally significant in our Constitution? What else 
in the Constitution has enriched our lives? Can any one overlook the supreme 
part played by the doctrine of equality, which breathes through every phrase, 
nay, every word, in our Constitution? Rich man, poor man, the wise, and 
the stupid, the strong and the weak, all with the same rights and legal oppor- 
tunities. Here certainly is a spectacle which no other nation can furnish ; — 
here, certainly, is glorious proof of the inherent soundness of our nationhood. 
Equality, not an accidental kindness of the professional philanthropist ; 
equality, not handed out to the poor as a sop to be withdrawn at will; but 
true equality woven into the very warp and woof of our laws. This equality 
is given to every man for the asking. He does not have to fight his way 
against super-human and disheartening odds. His virtues are given free 
reign ; his talents are rewarded in accordance with their deserts. Competition 
is the only obstacle he must face and in this battle of competition all his 
rights are jealously guarded by the Constitution. 

“So we see, free speech, free press, universal suffr e ity o . 
tunity all enshrined in our Federal Constitution 


today as they ever have been in our history, these have kept our dem 
undefiled.” ‘ 


—— 
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MY WREN, woman lawyer and mem- 
ber of the Woman’s Party, who re- 
cently received the appointment of United 
States Commissioner, of Brooklyn, New 
York, was honored by one hundred and 
eighty members of the Industrial Council 
of the National Woman’s Party and their 
guests with a dinner at the St. George 
Hotel, Brooklyn, on Wednesday, June 6. 
Miss Wren has long been a staunch work- 
er in the Woman’s Party. In 1919 when 
women working on the Brooklyn rail- 
roads were forced out of their jobs by 
the Legislature’s regulation of their work- 
ing hours, she acted as their counsel and 
led their successful fight in Albany to win 
exemption from the laws. 
Mary A. Murray, chairman of the In- 
dustrial Council and president of the 


B. M. T. Women’s League, was toast- 


mistress of the dinner. She commended 
Miss Wren on her ever-fearless opposition 
to discriminations against women and 
warmly congratulated her on behalf of 
her many friends in the National Wom- 
an’s Party. The speakers were Miss 
Wren, Jane Norman Smith, chairman of 
the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party; Rheta Childe Dorr, whose new 


S nations important Feminist organi- 


demands for Equal Rights with men in 
all respects. 


The annual general meeting of the 
Open Door Council, held May 10, adopted 
the following resolutions: 


Welcoming the Franchise Bill; protest- 
ing against the lead-paint and the night- 
work restrictions upon the work of 
women—in regard to the former, con- 
demning the Government for its refusal 
to receive a deputation, and in regard 
to the latter, calling upon the Govern- 
ment to withdraw its support from those 
clauses of the Night-work Convention 
which discriminate against women; de- 
manding equal educational opportunities ; 
protesting against the exclusion of women 
from certain London medical schools; 
condemning the practice of local authori- 
ties in dismissing women employes on 
marriage, and calling upon the Govern- 
ment to strengthen the Sex Disqualifica- 
tion (Removal) Act in order to make 
such action illegal, and itself “to set an 
example to local authorities by ceasing 
to dismiss, on grounds solely of marriage, 
their own women employes in the Civil 
Service.” 


The Women’s Freedom League held 
its twenty-first annual conference on 


zations have recently held their an- 
nual meetings and reiterated their 


Amy Wren Addresses New York Branch 


biography of Susan B. Anthony will be 
published in the fall, and Frances G. 
Roberts of Schrafft’s restaurants. Gladys 
Murray, accompanied by her sister Flor- 
ence, sang several numbers, including 


“Memories,” during which she carried a 


bouquet of yellow roses to Miss Wren 
from the B. M. T. women in remembrance 
of the fight against the 54-hour law. 

Mrs. Smith rejoiced in the appointment 
of Miss When as an indication of what 


the future held for women in the political 


field. She surveyed the many legal dis- 
criminations still existing against women 
and told of the Woman’s Party campaign 
to have men and women placed on an 
equal plane before the law. | 


Susan B. Anthony’s thorough under- 
standing of a woman’s economic position 
and her struggles to better it were em- 
phasized by Mrs. Dorr, who asserted that 
Miss Anthony’s speeches on the inferior 
position of women in industry appearing 


- in newspapers over fifty years ago fit to- 


day’s conditions of restrictive legislation 
just as perfectly. 


Mrs. Roberts spoke of the great dis- 
satisfaction of both waitresses and 


April 28, and adopted the following 
“emergency” resolutions: 

Thanks to the Prime Minister and the 
Home Secretary for the Equal Franchise 
Bill; gratification over the defeat of the 
Edinborough Oorporation Bill, which 
would have discriminated against women 
in the treatment of venereal diseases: 
protests against the action of certain 
London hospitals in banishing women 
students from their medical schools, and 
demands that the University of London 
deal with the hospitals taking this action 
and that a good proportion of women be 
placed on the governing boards of hos- 
pitals. 

The League reaffirmed its chief objects 
in the following resolution, unanimously 
adopted : 

“This conference reiterates that the 
main object of the Women’s Freedom 
League is to obtain the vote for women 
at the same age and on the same terms 
as men, and to use the powers already 
obtained to elect women to Parliament 
and upon other public bodies. It further 
reaffirms the position of the Women’s 
Freedom League in regard to: (1) The 


eligibility of women for the House of 
Lords; (2) equal opportunities and equal 
pay for women and men throughout all 
branches of our national life; (3) the 
separate assessment and separate taxa- 
tion of the incomes of married persons 
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kitchen-workers in restaurants with the 
present night work bill, which prohibits 
work after ten o’clock. She said many 
women now worked half shifts at night, 
because they preferred the hours to day 
work, and that it would mean a great 
deal to them if they could work the full 
shift until twelve o’clock. She described 
the Industrial Council’s tireless work in 
combatting special labor laws for women. 

Among distinguished guests present 
were Baroness Katherine Von Klenner, 
founder of the National Opera Club of 
America Mrs. Travis Whitney, Nella 
Brown, and Julia Feinier, president and 
ex-president of the Brooklyn Business and 
Professional Women’s Club; Marguerite 


_A. Salomon, manager of activities of the 


Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce; Kath- 


-erine Morgan, head of women’s activities ; 


Prudence Bonds, Mabel McCurrach, 
Beatrice Brown, Ella Sherwin, Sarah 
Stephenson, Minnie J. Harris, Hazel 
Stanton, Maud Williams, Mary Meloney, 
Ida Weinstein, and Harriet Hoppe. 
Tables were reserved by the Brooklyn 
Business and Professional Women’s Club 
and the women of the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce. | 


English Organizations Reiterate Demand for Equality 


for the purpose of income tax; (4) the 


necessity for women prison commission- 


ers, Women governors, and women medical 
officers in all women’s prisons and wom- 
en’s sections of prisons, women inspectors 
of prisons, and women police; also for 
(5) an equal number of women of equal 
status with men on the Board of Con- 
trol; and (6) insists upon the recognition 
of an equal moral standard for men and 
women, and the raising of the age of con- 
sent to 18, with a similar provision for 
boys,” 

Other resolutions adopted by the 
League called for the nomination of more 
women candidates by all political parties, 
and pledged its support to all suitable 
women candidates; the appointment of a 
woman as fully accredited delegate to 
the International Labor Conference, and 
of technical advisors for the conference, 
and the appointment of women as full 
delegates to the League of Nations As- 
sembly, instead of only as substitute dele- 
gates as at present, and the appointment 
of some women “to the highest posts 
under the League of Nations”; appoint- 
ment of women in equal numbers with 
men to all committees of inquiry ap- 
pointed by the Government; the appoint- 
ment of equal numbers of women magis- 
trates, and the appointment of women 
on all advisory committees for the ap- 
pointment of magistrates; the right of 
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women to continue to work for pay after 
marriage; training of unemployed women 
and girls in occupations other than do- 
mestic service; Equal Rights in indus- 
trial legislation. | 

The general Equal Rights resolutions 
were adopted unanimously, and read: 

“This conference reaffirms the demand 


of the Women’s Freedom League for — 


equality between the sexes with regard 
to the franchise, pay for work, oppor- 
tunities for service, opening of all Gov- 
ernment and municipal offices, marriage, 
morality, divorce, retention of nationality, 
and retention of own name on marriage, 
if desired. | 

“This conference: calls upon the Gov- 
ernment to take steps to enforce the 
carrying out of the provisions of the Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Act, so that 
neither sex nor marriage shall be a bar to 
any appointment, or to the continuation 
of any appointment under any body sup- 
ported by public money. | 

“This conference demands that in all 
professions or trades there shall be equal 
pay for equal work.” 

The resolution on restrictive legislation 
read: 

“This conference insists that, in all 


O reasonable person can maintain 
N that Dorothy Dix is a “wild wom- 
“an” or an over-ardent Feminist. 
On the contrary, she is a popular writer 
in the superlative, and that means that 
she phrases the basic sentiments of her 
time. Read then what she says anent the 
married woman’s right to work in an 
article which appeared recently in the 
Philadephia Public Ledger: 
Women battered for a long time against 
the door of opportunity before it opened 
and let them into the business world, 


where they could earn an honest living 


for themselves. Now a great effort is 
being made to close it on married women 


and shut them out again into the narrow 


field where they have no chance of earning 
a dollar except by doing domestic labor. 

It is claimed that married women in 
business are underbidding the men and 
women who are dependent upon them- 
selves for support because they are not 
dependent upon themselves and are only 
working for luxuries and to supplement 
their husbands’ salaries, and that they are 
literally starving out the workers of 
offices, stores and mills, 

Some of the clerks’ unions have had 
power enough to force a number of rail- 
roads to put married women on the black- 
list, and a general propaganda is being 
started among employers to induce them 
to refuse to employ any woman who has 
a husband. 

It seems to me that this is not only 


industrial legislation, regulations shall 
be based on the nature of the work and 
not on the sex of the worker, and that 
necessary restrictions, including hours 
of labor, shall be applied equally to men 
and women workers. 

“This conference demands that in no 


professions—including that of the church 


—or trade, shall there be restrictions or 
privileges based on sex.” 

Two resolutions dealing with the em- 
ployment of married couples and the 
rights of children, both adopted unani- 
mously, read: 

“This conference considers that in all 
joint appointments of married qouples 


remuneration should be given separately 


to husband and wife.” 

“This conference feels that it is con- 
trary to public interest that posts under 
Government or a municipality should be 
advertised for persons ‘without encum- 
brances’ ” (children). 

The Open Door Council is headed by 
Viscountess Rhondda, and the Women’s 
Freedom League by Emmeline Pethick- 
Lawrence, both of whom are members of 


the International Advisory Council of — 


the National Woman’s Party. 
The Federation of Women Civil Serv- 


Read Dorothy Dix 


an effort to take away woman’s constitu- 
tional right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness but that it is class discrimi- 
nation and sex discrimination of the most 
vicious sort. 


Of course, all of us, being selfish and 


chiefly concerned with our own good, 
would like to have as little competition as 
possible in our own particular lines. We 
are monopolists by nature and we would 


like to cut down the supply of butchers 


and bakers and candlestick makers and 
doctors and stenographers and bookkeep- 
ers and salesmen to the point where we 
could fix our own price for our services. 

So it is easy to see why her competitors 
desire to eliminate the married business 
woman, but why make her the goat? If 
a woman must not be permitted to work 
unless she would starve if she didn’t work, 
why not make every man retire from busi- 
ness just as soon as he has acquired a mod- 
est competence? Why not refuse to let the 
sons of well-to-do parents follow any trade 
or profession and force them to spend their 
lives in idleness because they do not really 
need to earn their own livings? 

For when they take a situation as a 
clerk or bookkeeper or hang out their 
shingles as doctors they take the place 
of some poor man who may need the 
money more than they do, just as much 


as any married woman would do under 


the same circumstances. 
Of course, if the young man was toseed 
to become a parasite upon his parents and 


Equal Rights 


ants held its annual meeting on March 31, 
and reiterated its demand for equal op- 
portunity and equal pay for equal work 
in the British Civil Service. This organi- 
zation has always supported Equal Rights 
in every field, and has taken active part 
in the struggle for suffrage on equal terms. 
The adoption of the Trade Disputes and 
Trade Unions Act in 1927, however, made 
it necessary for the Federation to with- 
draw from all political activity. This 
means that the organization, as such, 
could no longer work with other Feminist 
organizations for equal suffrage and other 
Equal Rights measures. 

Under the interpretation of the law, 
however, it can and will continue to work 
for the representation of women in the 
League of Nations and its subsidiary 
bodies. 


HE English Feminist organizations 
have won the point in their program on 
which they have been concentrating since 


-the war—equal franchise—and are now 


expected to devote their energies chiefly 
to the struggle for equality in the eco- 
nomic field and for more representation 
in Parliament, public office, and the 
League of Nations. 


spend his life in loafing because he was 
denied any legitimate outlet. for his ener- 
gies he would degenerate morally and 
physically. So would many a woman. 


- Perhaps the young man has some special 


talent and fitness for some particular 
occupation. So has many a woman. Per- 
haps the rich young man would build up 
a great business that would give occupa- 
tion to many people. So have many wom- 
en done. 

Shall these be denied the right to work 
because they do not need every cent they 
can earn? Business cannot be considered 
just in terms of money grubbing. There 
are those to whom it is romance, adven- 
ture, an absorbing game, even philan- 
thropy, and who need it for their soul’s 
salvation just as much as they would to 
furnish them bread. 

Moreover, business is not an eleemosy- 
nary institution, and if employes are to 
be picked out for their need instead of 
their competency nobody but the lame 
and the halt and the blind need apply. 

Doubtless it may be true that some mar- 
ried women work outside of the home 
whose husbands are able to support them. 
I cannot believe this number is very large, 
because I have not observed that women 


are so overwhelmingly industrious. On 


the contrary, many a girl gets married for 
the sole avowed reason that she is tired 
of working in a store or office and prefers 
a cook stove to a mahogany desk. 

Those women who continue on with 
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their jobs after marriage when they have 
go-getter husbands are those who are not 
domestic by nature or who have some spe- 
cial aptitude for the work they are doing. 
Not every woman is born a housekeeper 
and there are plenty of women who were 
born saleswomen or buyers or office work- 
ers and these women have just as much 
right to follow their bent as any man has. 


To bar all married women from busi- 


ness would work a hideous cruelty upon 
multitudes of women, for there are mar- 
ried women who need to earn money far 
more than any girl does. Women who 


have sick husbands. women who have 
drunken, lazy, no-account husbands and 
who have hungry little children crying to 
them for food—what shall a woman do 
in such a case if nobody will give her any 
work to do because she is married? Shall 
she be driven to murdering her husband 
so that she shall be eligible for a position 
in order to keep herself and her children 
from starving? | | 

If no woman could work after marriage 
it would force immorality upon a large 
percentage of the young people of today. 
As economic conditions are, many young 
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men do not earn enough to support a 
family and would have to wait years and 
years and years before they could marry, 
but with the wife continuing on with her 
job they are able to marry and establish 
homes in decency and honor. 

There is no just reason why being mar- 
ried should penalize a woman and auto- 
matically shut her out of following any 
occupation she desires to follow. 

The only married woman who should 
not work outside of her home is the 
woman who has little children, and that 
is because her job is taking care of them. 


California Community Property Affected Recent 


HE property of married persons in 
ak State of California is governed 

by the Separate and Community 
Property Law, there being no dower right 
in the wife and no courtesy right in the 
husband, under the laws of that State. 
The terms Separate Property and Com- 
munity Property, technically speaking 
and as here considered, relate only to the 
. property of married persons. Separate 
Property is that property which is owned 
by either spouse before marriage, or which 
comes to either spouse after marriage by 
gift, devise or bequest, together with the 
rents, issues and profits thereof. 
“Community Property is all other prop- 
erty acquired by husband or wife or both 
during the marriage. The earnings of the 
wife during the time she lives with her 
husband constitute community property, 
her earnings after separation are her 


separate property. The earnings of the 


husband, however, earned at any time 
during marriage are community property. 
The fact that the husband and wife may 
be living separate and apart does not 
change the community character of the 
earnings of the husband. 

The husband has the exclusive right to 
manage and control the community prop- 
erty, with certain exceptions. He cannot 
convey or encumber the furniture of the 
home, the wearing apparel of the wife or 
minor children, or the community real 
estate without the written consent and 
signature of the wife; nor can he make 
a gift of the same without the wife’s con- 

sent. | 

Although the basic theory of the com- 
munity property system is that it consti- 
tutes a marital partnership, the courts of 
California, in the great majority of cases 
heretofore decided, have upheld the theory 
that the wife’s interest in the community 
property during the marriage relation is 
“a mere expectancy, like the interest 
which an heir possesses in the property 
of his living ancestor”; while the husband 
has always been deemed to have a “vested 
interest” therein. 


Statutes 


By Mab Copeland Lineman _ 
(Reprinted from the California Elephant) 


For many years the husband has been 
entitled to will away one-half of the com- 
munity property, while the other half 
went to the wife at his death; but the 
wife having a “mere expectancy” had no 
power to make a will and at her death 
all of the community property vested in 
the husband without probate proceedings. 
If the husband died without a will, one- 
half of the community property vested in 


his wife and one-half in his lineal descend- 


ants, that is his children, grandchildren, 
and soon. If he left no lineal descendants 
his half descended the same as his sepa- 
rate property, one-half to his wife and 
one-half to his father and mother, or to 
the survivor, or if both father and mother 
were dead, then to his brothers and sis- 
ters, or if they were also dead, then to 
their children or grandchildren, by right 
of representation. 

The law was amended, however, in the 
year 1923, and as so amended it provides 
in substance as follows: Both the hus- 
band and wife may make a will disposing 
of one-half of the community property. 

Anyone claiming an interest in the 
community property under the wife’s will 
must record a notice in the county where 
the property is situated, claiming such 
interest, within forty days after the death 
of the wife. If such notice be not so 
recorded, then the surviving husband 
shall have full power to sell, lease, mort- 
gage, or otherwise deal with or dispose of 
the community property. 

In the event the husband dies without 
a will, all the community property vests 
in the wife after administration; and if 
the wife dies without a will, all of the 
communiy property vests in the surviving 
husband without administration. 

This amendment went into effect Au- 
gust 18, 1923, and has recently been in- 


_terpreted as to its effect by the Supreme 


Court of the State of California, in the 


following cases, decided January 10, 1928: 

McKay vs, Lauriston et al, 75 Cal. 
Dec. 108.—A man and his wife ac- 
quired community real property in the 
year 1918. The wife died in August, 
1926, leaving a will wherein she left 
one-half of her half of the community 
property to her husband and the 
other half to Henrietta Lauriston 
and Mary Frances De Mello, the de- 
fendants herein. The husband brought 
suit to quiet his title to all of said 
property, claiming that because the 
property was acquired before the 
amendment of 1923 went into effect, 

that he was the sole owner thereof. 
The lower court quieted his title, and 
in affirming the decision the Supreme 
Court held that the law in effect at 
the time of the acquisition of the 
property controlled. That under that 
law the wife had no vested interest — 
in the property which she could will 
away; that the amendment of 1923 
was not retroactive, and therefore be- 
cause the property was acquired be- 
fore said amendment went into effect, 
‘She had no power to will away any 
part thereof. 

Estate of Phillips, 75 Cal. Dec. 
101.—A man died leaving an estate 
comprised of community property ac- 
quired before the amendment of 1923 
went into effect. He left no will and 
there survived him a widow and a son 
and daughter. The son petitioned 
the court for partial distribution of 
the estate to him. The widow claimed 

that under the amendment all the 
propery vested in her, but the son 
claimed, among other things, that be- 
cause the property was acquired be- 
fore the amendment went into effect, 
the descent was governed by the law 
then in effect, under which he and 
his sister would be entitled to one- 
half of the estate. The lower court 
denied the petition of the son and the 
Supreme Court in upholding the de- 
cision ruled among other things that 
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being a rule of inheritance, the stat- 
utes in effect at the time of the death 
. Of the person dying intestate, and not 
the statute in effect at the time of 
the acquisition of the property, con- 
trolled, and that by the amendment 
of 1923, insofar as it applied to the 
descent of community property, con- 
trolled, irrespective of the date of the 
acquisition of the property. 
And so, to summarize the practical 


effect of the amendment of 1923, being sec- 


tions 1401 and 1402 of the Civil Code of 
the State of California, is as follows: 
The husband may make a will disposing 
of one-half of the community property, no 
matter at what date such community 


property was acquired, but the wife may 


make a will disposing only of one-half of 
such community property as was acquired 
after August 18, 1823, at which time the 
statute went into effect. All the com- 
munity property acquired before that date 
is governed by the law formerly in effect, 
and under which the wife had no power to 
make a will disposing of community prop- 
erty, all such property vesting in the sur- 
viving husband without administration. 

In the event that either husband or 
wife dies without a will, all of the com- 
munity property vests in the surviving 
spouse, irrespective of whether said com- 
munity property was acquired before or 
after August 18, 1923. 


Equal Rights 


On July 29, 1927, a law went into effect 
which gave to “husband and wife, respec- 
tively, a present, equal and existing in- 
terest in the community property.” This 
law has not yet been construed by the 
Supreme Court of California. 


These decisions are very far reaching 
and have cleared up a much discussed 
point in California law and are a sub- 
ject of much general interest. They have 
been developed herein only to the extent 
that seemed necessary to familiarize the 
residents of California and other States 
with the practical effect of the California 
Community property law, as affected by 
the recent laws and decisions. 


News from the Field 


Theatre Party for Gillette Memorial 
EMBERS of the National Woman’s 
Party had a box party at the Na- 
tional Theatre in Washington, D. C., at 
the benefit performance of “The Thir- 
teenth Chair,” under the auspices of the 


-alumne of the Washington College of 


Law. Alumne of the college are raising 
a fund to endow the chair of Real Prop- 
erty at the college in memory of the late 
Dean Emma M. Gillett, founder of the 
college, which was the first in Washing- 
ton to admit women with the exception 
of Howard University. Miss Gillett 
taught this course in the college. 


Dean Gillett was chairman of the Law- 


_ yers’ Council of the Woman’s Party. She 


died in January, 1927, and the Woman’s 
Party participated in memorial exercises 
for her in the Capitol. 


Among those sitting in the Woman’s 
Party box, which was decorated in the 
Party colors—purple, white and gold— 
were: Sheldon Jackson, Joy Webster, 
Nina Allender, Aline Solomons, Mrs. 
Wymond Bradbury. Other Woman’s 
Party members attending the benefit per- 


formance included Laura Berrien, Bur- 


nita Shelton Matthews, Maud Younger, 
Mrs. Legare O’Bear, Mrs. Fisher, and 
Millie V. Roehrer. 


Takes Oath as U. S. Commissioner 


OLLOWING what was believed by 

Federal officials in Brooklyn to have 
been the first appoinment as a United 
States Commissioner ever given to a 
woman, Miss Amy Wren, an attorney, 
was sworn into office in that capacity on 
May 12 by Federal Judge Marcus B. 
Campbell. 

Commissioner Wren will serve in the 
Eastern District, which embraces Long 
Island and Staten Island. Her appoint- 
ment is for two years. She succeeds 
Henry D. Barmore, who resigned last 


month. Miss Wren was selected by Fed- 


eral Judges Campbell, Inch and Mosco- 
witz. | 

Miss Wren has an office at 215 Mon- 
tague street, Brooklyn, and lives at 55 
Hicks street. She is a member of the Re- 


publican State Committee and co-leader 
of the First Assembly District in Kings 


County. 
The cases which will come before her 
will be mainly violations of the Volstead 


act, the selling of contraband narcotics 


and postal thefts. 

“The reason that I.am pleased with my 
appointment,” Miss Wren said, ‘is that 
the defendants who will come before me 


will be 99 and 9-10 per cent. men. I will 


be able to function as a commissioner 
just like anybody else. My job will be a 
real office and I will try to run it just as 


if I were a male commissioner. There 


will be no question of man or woman in 
any arraignment. The defendants will be 
dealt with from a legal standpoint, just 
as if a man were passing on the questions 
of law.” 

Miss Wren is president of the Brooklyn 
Women’s Bar Association and a past 
president of the Women’s Press Club, She 
was graduated from Brooklyn Law School 
in the class of 1908. Miss Wren at one 
time was secretary to the late William J. 


Youngs when he was the Federal attorney 


in Brooklyn. Several years ago she was 
appointed Deputy Attorney General by 
Attorney General Ottinger, but resigned 
in a short time. 

At the Department of Justice at Wash- 
ington it was said by the warrant clerk 
who pays the salaries that in the last ten 
years he had never paid a salary to a 
woman commissioner. So far as he knew, 
Miss Wren is the first woman to hold that 
position.. 

Miss Wren is a member of the National 
Woman’s Party and on the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the New York Industrial Coun- 
cil. 

For years she has championed the cause 


of industrial equality for women, and 
acted as counsel for the railroad women 


‘ when they worked for exemption from the 


restrictions of the Lockwood law in the 
New York Legislature. 


_ Michigan Officer at Headquarters 
K. MacDONALD, vice-chairman of 
e the Detroit Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party, visited National Head- 
quarters of the Party on June 5. Miss 


MacDonald is attorney-at-law and head 


of a large corporation. 


Sue White Visits Washington 

UE 8S. WHITE of Tennessee visited 

National Headquarters of the Wom- 
an’s Party last week. She will attend 
the Democratic National Convention in 
Houston, Texas, to urge, on behalf of 
Southern women, that an Equal Rights — 
plank be written into the Democratic — 


platform this year. 


Women Workers Organize 

ULIET STUART POYNTZ, formerly a 
J prominent worker in the National 
Woman’s Party, led in the organization 
of the New York Working Women’s Fed- 
eration recently. Some four hundred 
women were at the organization meeting. 
The organization was desqribed as “a 
permanent, united, strong organization of 
working women of all trades and occu- 
pations to defend the interests of work- 
ing-women everywhere.” 
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